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What Matters Most: Our Community Priorities
WE ASKED: What would support you, your whānau, and your community to recover
and thrive after local flooding?

OUR COMMUNITY SAID: Feeling safe is essential to recovery and to feel safe our six
Community Priorities are:

Crisis Readiness - Support and resourcing for our communities to be confident and
prepared for future crises. This includes education around what to do, access to
resources/tools/equipment, and access to safe spaces. Community ideas included:

Getting to know our neighbours so we are ready to support each other
Opportunities to develop, practice and build confidence in enacting
household and street emergency plans
Opportunities to build connections to community emergency hubs
Resourcing of street and household emergency kits

Community-Led Decision Making - Local voices listened to and centred when
making decisions about our community, especially regarding climate adaptation
and local land-use. Community ideas included:

Neighbourhood-led planning for long-term and interim use of category 3
properties
Developing, supporting and strengthening neighborhood groups
Support for residents to navigate systems and advocate to have needs met
Participatory funding processes to support community-led initiatives
Funding allocated for a community-led climate adaptation plan
Funding community-led projects such as flood mitigation planting of berms
and green spaces

Connectedness & Community Vibrancy - Opportunities to connect, collaborate,
advocate and celebrate with our neighbours, community organisations, and the
wider community. Connection builds our strength and resilience. Community ideas
included:

Neighbourhood hui, BBQ’s, block parties and working bees
Street action plans to welcome new neighbours and support the most
vulnerable people in our neighbourhoods
Community events and initiatives that celebrate our strengths and promote
social cohesion
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Ways to Wellbeing - Pathways for our community to heal and recover from the
mental, emotional and physical strain caused by the ongoing impact of flooding.
Community ideas included:

Opportunities to connect and share stories and experiences
Access to wellness services and culturally appropriate mental health support
Safe spaces that support collective care and connection

Working with our Waterways - Kaitiakitanga, taking care of our awa (waterways)
and te taiao (the natural environment). Understanding how water works in our
neighbourhoods and making space for it. Community ideas included:

Expansion of local blue-green networks
Daylighting our local awa - Waitītiko / Meola Creek
Community events around our awa like planting days, clean-ups and guided
hīkoi
Continued resourcing and support for wetland planting
Considering feedback from community-led organisations such as STEPS
regarding flood water flows in areas like Watea reserve
Opportunities to learn from Te Ao Māori perspectives on kaitiakitanga 

Taking Responsibility - While we lead our own individual and collective recovery,
there are essential infrastructural improvements and tangible climate actions that
local and central governments must make to restore trust and ensure the safety of
our communities. Community ideas included:

Halting intensification plans in our area until adequate stormwater
infrastructure is in place
Utilising land from category 3 properties to expand local blue-green networks 
A flood responsive consenting process for property development in our area
Targeted development fees that feed directly into improving local stormwater
management
Development and communication of transparent floodwater assets mapping,
measurements and monitoring that includes ground water/aquifer levels
Improvements and maintenance to current stormwater assets, e.g.
upgrading the detention basins beneath Maungawhau and Balmoral School
fields to ensure they are working effectively
Tools to log/record stormwater failings and issues in these areas during
frequent heavy rain and flooding events
Develop and action climate mitigation and adaptation plans for AELB
Funding for catchment level stormwater mitigation projects such as
constructing bunds in Watea/Taumata reserves, and wetland planting 
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